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D e a r  E r n e s t  :

The da te  up  there  isn  t  t  qu i te
t h e  1 3 t h  n o w .  B u t  l t v e  b e e n
for the last  two d-; ,ys at{have
I t t s  2 : O 0  A . M ,  o n  t h e  t t i : - r d -

c o r r e c t  i t  r s

read ing  your  nove l
l o s t  t r . r c k  o f  t i r i e .

d a y ,  t o  b e  € x & c * .

I  v , ion  I  t  be  ab le  to  make much sense r igh t  now
and.  r ' ,hy?  I  fee l  a l l  bea ten  upr  c rawl ing  or - , t  o f
o n e  o r -  P r i n c e  E l m o r s  b r a w l s ,  p i c k i n g  b r o k e n  t e + t h
and bones and whatno t  ou t  o t '  myse l f .  For  the
t i r n e  b d i n g  I  c a n t t  e v e n  s p e a i <  t h e  l a n g u a g e :  I
w & s  t r y i n g  t o  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  o e r f e c t l ; r r  p l e a s a n t
about  d inner  tcn lgh t  and ou t  fe l l  th ls  hor r ib le
toad. of  a c1ich6 as you now havr. .  made ne aware

s o m e t h i n g  a s  h a i r r r , l e s s  & s r  t r D e a r ,  t h e s e  p l u r , s
are  rea l l y  succu len t  !  t t  See v . rh i i , t  I  mean?

1 r m  c e r t a i n  t h i , t  r n a n y  p e o p l e  a r e  E o i n g  t o  t h i n k ,
as  I  do ,  tha" t  t l i i s  i s  an  ex t raord inar ; , '  ncve l .
I r 1 1  h o v e  t o  i t r i t e  y o u  l a t e r  i n  a  m o r e  c o m p o s e d .
wayr  bu t  f io r  the  l , j . i r .e  b 'e ing  I  c i in  o i r l y  te1 l  you
t h a t  n o  p i e c e  o f  f i c i i o n  h , r s  h a d  m e  r e a d i n g  w r t h
s u c h  c o r r s t a . n t  a t  u e n t i o n  r ' o r  y e : i r s ,  i f  e v e r .  Y o u r
invent iveness  is  inexhe ius t ib le .

& laybe i t rs  a  g rea t  book .  0 r  rn ; rybe you 've  jus t
s o  u n d o n e  r r i e  b . . ,  i t  t i i a . t  I r d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t n a t
I  was  ig  on  the  mak ing  o f  a  g rea t  book .  Anyrvay ,
I  lm unr lone.
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